| 


Melus Inquirendum : 
Or a further 


Modeſt and Impartial 


_ ENQUIRY + 


- INTO 


The Lawfulneſs 


Of Taking 


The New Dath 
' ALLEGEANCE. 


By a Divine of the Church of England 
.LONDON 


Printed for Jonathan Robinſori at the Golden Lion in 
St. Paul's Church-Yard. 168g: 


. ww _—_ LL > © 
{WJ o 


: 2 wy p 
ny P a. * , 4 
» 4 & 
* _ 
x. my 2. LES 
y : 
+* 

'd 32 6 . F - 

4 ” 

g? % .F ; ' 
: 
” I Py { 

— A 4 
j WI - vI< "A-Y = J 
«+1 of - % 
of 
. 
! 
{ 
4 
"1 
: 
| 
| 
| 
z , i 
} 
. | 
_- 
7 


SSKSSCSESESSIASÞSAS AE 
SEPPEPERPPEEEPES PPE 


READER. 


HE general Alarm 'oceafon'd by the new OATH if AL- 
LEGEANCE- gave” ive. no reſt, till 1 got it, - and bad 


exampued,. as. well as 1 could, the gvil which: I perceived 
more d to be. in 1t, Head bas heey 
po whb or 4 eh Moment, I war th refor oo 
tha help fry: nbd and peri this too May 'be 1h 
ever" whigt my thoughts uxe upon the beſt 
deliberation I could uſe, I here make bold to op to the Wold's 
pot confiding ſy much in my own judgement as to bope it ar give 
full-ſat:ofEtzon to thoſe who med it, or ſo mic ch 4s.to ſuppoſe way 
my ; ſelf may wot hereafter! ith Raſt enong þ 5:20 
mind; but earneſtly deſiring #has any good Chriflon that Jiherus 
my Errors (if ſuch there be) (would be ſo chay Tieble to me gs to bet 
me know them, even as publickly 4s I expoſe them. And there- 
fore would I have it fo, that others, sf under the ſame miſtakes, 
may with me have the bene of ſo\ſeaſonable a' Charity: {Pal 


ever agcqunt it.4 bappy pyblication of my weakneſs and ignofance, 
which may prevent a Crime either im my {elf or another, 


Farewel. 


A 2 That 


SEASERASAS EEE RSERGS 


That which ( I ſuppoſe) I am to Swear in 
taking thu Oath, 


1. Þ Am nov thereb3y.ciher 20 Deny or Aſert, 
'*F Thatcither Ja. the Second, or K. FW. and 
M. cither haze,,,or-have not the Legal 


% 


Right tothe Crown and Government. | 

2. I am not to Swear never hereafter at Any 
ime to bear Allegeance ro Fa. the Second, though 
his; Legal Rizhr ſhall, appear;. and He. ſhall again 
Legally . recover t,\-'and Mtualh Govern by” Law. 

3. 1 am.to Swear, that whillt. K. W. and 
Q. M. are affually,as now they. are, 'K. and Q. and 
Govern by Law, 1 will obey: them - according to 
the-Law'1n all things lawful and honeſt, and by no 
means cndeayour to diſturb or oppa/e them in their 
Legal Government, but maintain and- affiſt them in 
my place and tation, as I ſhall : be' ab/e, and. our 
Laws require me to do. | 


"Y 
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A 


Modelt and Impartial Enquiry 
INTO 


The Lawiulnels 


Of Taking the N EW 
Da 


th of Allegeance. 


A. 1 i; juſt now met wich the ſo much taſkd of OATH 


of Allegeance, impoſed upon” us under the penalties of 
forfeiting both Eſtate and Liberty, I have brought it 
with me, deſiring your Opinion of it. 
- B. Iamnotatall glad to hear; that this Oath, whatever it be, 
15 {0 generally im_ z very much-fearing, leſt, as moſt ſuch 1m po- 
frions have been found to do, ic may do more hurt than good. Yet ; 
if it be impoſed with- ſuch Penalties tv' be inflicted on them that re- 
fule it; we are concern'd to confider (erioully of it, leſt we'either 
wound our Conſciencerm taking it, or be ros/prodigal of our Eſtates 
and Liberry\in refuſing ict Pray let me hearthe words. of it. 
A. The words of the Oath are thele. 


I A.B. Do ſincerely Promiſe and Smear, That I will be Faithful, 
and bear true Allegeance to Their Majeſties King WILLLAM 
and Queen MART. " 


B. The 


(2) 
 B. The beſt way to diſcern whether or no this Oath may be 
lawfully ſworn by us, will be (as I think) -to enquire if it may 
be ſworn according to God's directions, ( Fer. 4. 2.) in Truth, in 
Fudgment, and in Righteouſneſs. 

A. I am of the ſame Opinion. And fr, Do you think it may 
be ſworn in Truth ? | 

B, Secing = 'X nies wo oor it in ay ſeems 
to me pothing elle, but rruly, or ( as the word in the. Oath is ) 
Lo ay to ped to perform what we Promiſe. And this we 
may do. 

A. Yes, if we Promiſe no /mpoſſible, Vain, or Unlawful thing. 

B, That it is neither Impoſſible, nor Vain oppoſe it not Un- 
lawful or Unrighreows, I think we may be lily ſatisfied ; and there- 
ore.74 need only enquire, whether it may be ſyorn in Righte- 
OHJNECfS. G 

* Yea, butt is neceflary alſo that it be (worn iri Fudgmen: ; 
What ſay you to that? .. - | 

B. if we know and confider-well, What, Why, and to what End 
we ſwear, and after a rational deliberation are ſatisfied in mind, 
that the thing we promiſe is neither /mpoſible, Fain, nor Unjuſt ; 
we {wear in Judgment. And therefore what concerns us chiefly to 
examine, is, if it may be {worn in Righteouſneſs. 

A. Ifeeplainly it is ſo. May we then ſo ſwear it? 

B, If we'may {wear it without any wravg to. God, our Neigh- 
boxr, or our Selves, I think you will grant we may (wear it in 
Righteouſneſs. | 419 

A ont we may. (! 

B. Wrong is done to God, when we break his Commandments, 
What Law of God then ſhall we break in taking this ah ? 

A. Iamafraid leſt we ſhould thereby break all the Laws of 
God commanding Obedience to our Lawfsl Governoxrs, and thoſe al- 
{ſo that forbid YVain-ſwearing and Perjury. 3 

B. No Lay of Ggd..commanding Obedience to Lamful Autho- 
rity, is broken by {ſwearing Alegeence to our Lawfyl King and 

HEEN, er 440 ' v1 

A. That's true; but if they be not ſo, and Another be our 
Lawful King, in {wearing to bear that Alegearce to Them, which is 
due_to.Himalone, we break the Laws .of. Obedience to our Lawful 
Governours. PTIN a 

B. You ſee then, no wrong is done to God in breaking his 

40” WS 
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Laws of Obedience to Lawful Governours, but by doing wrong to 
our Neighbour, I mean Him who is our Lawful Governor. Weare 
therefore no farther concern'd here, but to ſee that nv wrazg be 
done to Him, 


A. And this we ought very carefully to ſee to, before we can 
take this Oath. 

B. It is very true, and in order to this, we are firſt to conſider 
who. this Lawful King is, whom we may wrong by taking the 
Oath. 

A. T imagine we are all ſatisfied, that JAMES the II. had a 
Legal Right to our Altegeance. 

B, I doubt it not. 

A. And I am not yet ſatisfied, that He either hath loſt, or could 
loſe that R3ghr. 

B, Ifhe could ceaſe to be Lawful Xing, he could loſe that Right 
to our Allegeance, 

A. That cannot be denied. 

B. If he could ceaſe to be ſuch a King, as by the Conſtitution: 
of the Kingdom, our Kings muſt be, he could ceaſe to be Lawfu! 
King, 

A. TI think that is alſo plain enough. 

B. Andl think it is as plain, that our Conſtirnution admits of no 
King that will not be limited in his Government by the Laws, Ours 
being no Abſolute, but a Mixed and Limited Monarchy. | 

A. Are we lure of that ? 

B, Weare, I think, ſure, That the King's Will is not the mea- 
ſure of his Power, but (as K. CHARLES the Firſt of blefled Me- 
mory acknowledged) The Law i the Meaſure of his Will; That He 
is only our Liege, or Legal Soveraign, and the duty we owe him is 
Allegeance, or a Legal Obedience; that the Laws and Cuſtoms of this 
Realm have ever been accounted the Rule of Government ; that the 
Regal Power hath been ordinarily confined to them; that theſe 
Laws whereby he is bound to Govern, are neither Made nor Inter- 
preted by hi ſole Authority, but by the concurrence of the other 
Eſtates of the Realm. If all this make it not evident that this is 
no Abſolute, but a Limited Monarchy, nothing can. 

A. Will it hence follow, that a Legal King can ceaſe to be ſo? 

B, I think it will very clearly. For ſeeing our Conſtitativn al- 
lows of no Abſolute Monarch, if any King refuſe to be limited by 
Lay in his Government, and will be Abſolnte, making his Wil hs 

only. 


(4) 
only Law by which he will Govern, he ceaſeth to be Lawful Kin 
of this Realm ; becauſe he is become ſuch as the Conſtirurion wil 


not bear. | 

A. Shall He hereby loſe his Right to Govern ? 

B, Not his Right to Govern by Law if he wil do fo, and he hath 
no other Right that I know of. | 

A. Then it feems he may be Lawfu! or Righrful King fill, tho' 
he unjuſtly claim an Abſolute Power ; for he may be reitrained by 
Laws 1n the Exerciſe of his Power. 

B. Laws indeed may preſcribe the Limits of his Power, but how 
ſhall they confine Him within thoſe Limits, if he will be Arbitrary 
and Bowndleſs * What ſignifies a Limitari:n that can limit him no 
farther than he will be limited > Will he not be as Abſo/nre notwith- 
Nanding ſuch Laws, as he could be without them, 1f he can for- 
teit-no Right by tranſgrefling them ? | 

A. Muſta King needs loſe his Xight to Govern; by any tranſgref- 
ſion of the Laws, whereby his Authority is limited? | 

B, By no means. Nay all tolerable tranſgreſſions of the Law, and 
very many and great grievances ought to be born, rather than the 
Peace and Safety of a Kingdom ſhould be hazarded by diſturbing the 
Government. Neither do 1 think that a Xing can forfeit his Right 
to govern, ſo long as by any means he may be. reduced to a Legal 
exerciſe of his Authority, or will be concent to Reign without the 
ſubverſion of the Government, and the rare of his people. 

Fn How ſhall we underitand when he will not be content wich 
enis? 

B. When after all Legal means uſed for his due information and 
juſt reſtraint ; he {hall either by Wordor Decd manifeſtly declare it to 
be his reſolution to be Aybirrary, and no longer to be limited by any 
Law but his own W:/ll. 

A. Bur the King has a Divine Right, his Power is of God, and can 
he forfeit that by tranſgrefling the Laws of Mer ? 

B, Whea you ſay, His power s of God, is this your meaning; That 
this very individual Perſon, ſuppoſe it FAMES the Second, was 
-amed Or pointed out by God ( as Saul and David were ) to be King 
"ea and Abſolute Monarch of this Realm? 

A. I have no ſuch meaning. 

B. Then youcan meanno more, but that Government in every 
"-lation is of Divine Inſtitution, and when any Perſon is once Legally 
aiivelted in it, whether the Anthoricy be convey'd to him by Eleion 
or Succeſ/ior,, 1t is of God. A, That 


'S 
- A. Thatis my meaning. . | | 

B. Then that Authority is neither more nor. leſs, than He or They 
by whom 'tis derived unto him, « or were inveſted in by the Funda- 
mental Conſtitution of the Kingdom, provided it be ſufficient for the 
ends of Government. | 

A. T have nothing to ſay againſt that at preſent. 

B, I hope we may alſo take it for granted, That the Right the 
King hath from God, is to be 4 4finiſter of God for the good of bis Peo- 
ple, that under him they may lead quiet and feaceable lives in all God- 


tineſs and Honeſty; and that they through whom this Right WAS CON- 


vey'd to him never conſented or meant that he ſhould abuſe it co 


their hart or ruine, 


A. This cannot be gainſaid. ; 
B. ThenlI think a King in declaring his reſolutionnot to regard 


the right end- of Government, nor any Law but his own Wil, tho” it 


tend not to the preſervation, but ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhed Govern- 


ment,not to the proreZing, bur the inſlaving or _ his people ;De- 


clares his reſolution to be no longer lawful! King, either by Divine or 
Human Right, Deſtroying theOriginalConſtitution of the Government, 


he undermines and Subverts his own Authority thereby, and abſolves 


his SubjeRs-from Alegeance to him, : *___ © | 
Mc. — This beiog a weighty point, Idefirea little better to under- 
nd it. 

B., The Xing holds his Crown, as his SubjeRts do their Liberties 
and Preperties, by the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Kingdom : if he there- 
fore /abvert that whereon his Authority ſtands, the Legal Conſriration 
of the Kingdom, he muſt needs overthrow his own Legal Authority, 
All that we owe him is a Legal Obedience, deſtroying the” Laws he 

uits that, and onely challengeth what we owe hitn got, and chere- 
fre in truth we owe him nothing. 

A. By what you have faid, I am now convinced that a Lega! 
Xing may ceaſe to be ſo, and when he ceaſes to be fo, no Alegeance 
can | be due unto him. The nex: thing to bs examined 'is, whethet 

AMES the 2d who was once our Legal Kingghaye ceaſed or no to 
any longer ſo. What think you of that ? 

B., That we mutt now examine, by applying to Him what we 
have already (aid. "If Ze then hath in effe& declared, that he would 
no longer rule us as his Lega! Sibjefts by Laws, but as Slaves b 
an Arbi:rary Power ; he hath quitted his Lawful Authority, whic 


was 4l he had, and aſſumed ma which is none of hivy 
an 


,(.6,) 
and thereby hath abſolved us from our. Alegeance to Him: 
w aids declare this, when in his Deelararion he promiſed 


. 4, £90 
to.pro 2 iy our Rightz and Properries 2 | 
B FH W ea Verbal promife, which was m Deed broken al- 


moſt as ſoon as made? All it reacheth us is, not to believe ſach pro- 
miles again, till we can have better evidence of his intentions, and 
bert + vu toofor the performance than'T'know which. way he 
rp +. Rut where. do you" find his. Declaration not to Govern by 
W ? 1 - s iY : - - 44 | ; 

B. In his challen ing to bimfelf ref] an Abſolute Powe: and 
requiring to have his will obey'd wickone Auk In S«/j her-uh Coe 
Laws for ever, and Diſpenſing with others at pleaſure, S. calting this 


wioſs and INOrve: In Licenſ97 perigns to: in Ofc conra- 
k n 


ry t0 Ry 310 $1 ting ther” -*t of Office *rhar* ot own and 
alert his Right {þ.t0 do. In g/7/c 771g egat things, and puniſhing ſuch 
| o/ oy on LIT ” ſag 101 

as accardivg to their khow in the moſt Legal way Ptri- 
tion'dto be excaſed. In ereAtng Megat Courts in an Arbitrary way, to 
eject my Ou of their undoubted Free-bolds, meerly for adhe- 
ring to the Laws, In treating with, pd receiving a Nuncjo from 
that Forreign Power which the whole Narion is fworn to oppoſe. In 
admitting an arderof GO ALE wy tek which it is Trea- 
foa to enterths Kingdom. "In ufing baſe Avr3' tor pack Parliaments 
of men by Law diſaþled-for that truſt. In ovearing the people in- 
to Whrban to his Arbitrarineſs by an Army kept a foot-in times of 
peace. ladd no'more but this only, in Deſerring his people, leavin 
them without , meahs' of Government, and to the mercy of a dil- 
banded Army, and meerly becaufe he would not + hearken to any 
Treaty, or endure to hear of being tied to Govern by Law. 

A, TI wonder you fay nothing of the death of the Earl of Eſſex, or 
of the Prince of Wales, or of the League with France. | 

B. | lay nothing, but, what 1s notorious to all the World, and 


Cannot VERT] EVENT 2 Road « 
4, In order to'bor Searing this Oath in Fudgment, 'tis neceſſary 
we be well infornfd vf the” rrurb of all this as matter of Fa#, and 
farther in point of Law, whether all cis will nall his Aubboriry, 
B. You and 1 being private. Perſons, and neither Eawyers nor 
Stareſmen, what courle could we take for our Information, but what 


has been taken? the Peers did perfonally Convene, and all of ns in. 


_ Repreſentatives, to Examine, yy onſulr | and Conclude as there be 
came, 


— OO — NR”. npanoum_—___, mm 
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cauſe. Theſe have four the matcer of Fatt" & declared Fherauip- - 
on the Throne to be vacarr, and have again fl 

4. Filled ic indeed, bur how > I FAM $ the y have lefc it 
vacant, why was it not filled with the next undoubred 

B. 7 AMES the zd loſing his Anthowty, it muſt her tagk 


to the Nation, or deſcend tothe next Heir. Ifir lapſe d, pf. 
fentatives have anew difpe _ of it,” and their 4& is 7: 


—_ they have e the next Hetr right, the 15 int 
E 
A. Yes jointly with eavihtr who hath all the Power and She 
the: os Tk. ws og hes Py [ 
whole Admi ration TONS 
whitever Ho hath werni2y oe 
Crown Was tender'd dns) oh bt 9 beg oth > 


andre Oarh of of Megane eb 
A. Think you the roadabakars ” Lie Coninbae enoy 
rant us in Conſcience o take this Oath. ., _ -..-. 
S.' Godiswiitrds Ward {he telF Kol of Cenjtiopg 


onhitn Oe e& Paper . now: 3: 
nary mat Rbatoy, 2orin.WIL- 
pt; 1nd ILART.- The 3; prure Will nor HE ? 


which; it- 
Why then (haſte. Ls: 0 W/ af the La ix? ; © "By "My 1 mdf 
E_ ductiis. Repreſentative body | 
the Nacgd? Ow emf tor reſt inthar Determination, wherein may 
were | 


a To ref on their derexminarjga ine thing, ko ſmear a00- 


"1B; 'To-reſt oft ddlr deretiitadlch tes" "Legal Obedionge 


ro ASE and Queen 4£ART, . SAN a4 4: ane oy 


w> oy And 1ati reſolved to yieldi it thei, © 3 
I Why then may" you not fivear. 7 what you reſolve to 


a i ; Recafe i dixOach ſci tale thir Ngo which yo 
0 
: ny nf it expreſy, art any Righe they 


(8) 
Oath is a Mockery, and 4 taking God's name #11 vain. | 
--B. Butis it implied, that they. are Lawfu! and Rightfu! King and 
"Queen, and that we afſert them to be ſo, as we did expreſly do in the 
late Oath of Alegeance ? 
A. TI think this.is implied, for Allegeance is due to ſuch only,and 
that's it we ſwear. | | 
'- B, Whois to interpret an Oath where the meaning is dubious ? 
-: f. . Theinpg@rotlt ..... -:; «:: 
- B, + Was there not a debate among them about theſe words Law- 
ful and Rightfu! > And were they not purpoſely lefr out, leſt they 
ſhould create Scyuples inthem who are to take the Oath ? 2 
BY | © VR ARGNNO OEIEA) M 
-B, * To what purpole was this ofnſjengf thoſe words, if what they: 
ER" Don 
819 not that. *But F ari ſure ifthis be not implied, it ſeems. 
to me a yery vain, and therefore unlawful Oath. | 
auſe admitting chis, we [wear a5 good as neching. For 4l- 
anF-t bedience whic he. E\Laws tO Our Lew-. 
rdign, be not Lawful.King and Luce, no ſuch Ghedience 
j ſwearing no other, I {wear as 


— 
k % 


| Allegeance, - EY F 411 

A. But how can'wefwear* ro pay that which is de to our Lawful, 
wy -and to him.only, to thoſe whom we need not ſuppoſe ro 
'B,\ Maywenot in many caſes ſwear to pay one that which is not, 
by any Law beforehand his right and d#e ? And will not {auch an Oath 
create to hima right and dye, which was not his before ? 

A. 1 Loo it " _ nn, but not where it {ord anothers, 
wrong, andit mult needs be a wrong. to aur, Lawful:Soveraign topay 
died ah "OW phe EXIT 

B, Tho the Legal Soveraign alone can Chailenge onr Allegeance 
as his Debt and Due'y may we not promiſe the the obedience tO 4n0+. 
ther without wrong to him? I owe you by bond Twenty pounds, may I 
not pay the like Swm to- another, tor whom T owe it not, without wrong- 
ing3us? Or may I noe Progiſe 20d Swxer th him eforchand oats 

{#4 3.13 13 II Hp ed ; « hu OY ig rd ve 97 an 


Y.3 9113 
as 
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UMI 


UMI 


C9) 
and make it ſo a Legal debt, tho no Law bound me before eithe r t9 
promiſe or pay it ? 

A. Without doubt you may, ſo you pay me too what you owe 
me. But how we can ſwear Allegeance, to W. and M. as King and 
Queen, and yet pay our Alegeance to our Lawful Soveraign, {uppoling 
another , þe ſo, I ſee not. This were to ſerve rwo Maſters, to (et up 
—— gi Powers in one Kingdom, and indeed to ſwear Impoſſt- 

ities, 

B, I pay the Service / ove to one man as to my Maſter, whoſe: due 
it is. I pay the like Service to another whoſe due it is not, nor own 
I him thereby for my Maſter : To the one I pay a debr, on the 0- 
ther I beſtow a /argeſs or boon. I pay my Alegeance to my Soveraign 
as far as Ican. I yield the like obedience to another, not as my So- 
veraign, but as one-whom I have other reaſons thus to vb/zge. The 
former has his due, the later more than is due, but no more than I 
think fit. Where's now the [mpoſſibility or Injuſtice? A penny was: 
one labourer's due, and a pemny was more than was due to another ; 
yet _ they paid alike, the one had no wrong, nor the other ;c00 
onuch, . 

A. YetlT ſeenothow this can be done in our preſent caſe. 

B. Our Caſe is this: The Impoſers of this Oath have concluded, 
ThatF AMES the 2d is no longer our Lawful Soveraign, but WILL-' 
AM and MARY. Yerdo they not require that we ſhould expreſty. 
{wear this, but only that we will, whilſt they govern us, obey them 
in all their Legal Commands, which is the very ſame and at which we 
are bound by. Law to-do towards our Lawful Soveraign, if any other be 
ſo. And our 2xeſ+5on is, Whether we may {wear this or no? 

A. I think we may not, becauſe it is not certain that anorher is 
notiour Lawful King, and we may not {wear away his Right. 

B, TIfall that was ſaid above be true, FA MES the. 2d is not our 
Lawful King. Yet we are willing at preſent to ſuppoſe it dowbrful. 
whetner he be or no, and what has been laſt faid is in order to their 
Satisfaction who yer doubt of this. ' 

4. Wemay notivear he isnot Lawful King, whilſt we doubr of 
It; . 
B. Neither are we: required to {wear it, - but only to be o- 
bedient to the Preſent King and Qe:n, ruling by the Laws of this 
Realm. 

A, Do you think we may ſwear this, whilft we doubt that another” 
may be wrong'd by it ? 

B. Muſt 


( 10 ) 
B, Muſt theNation be ungovern'd till all our doubts about the 
: Government and Right to Govern be removed ? 

A. I faynot o, for Government is God's Ordinance, which no peo- | 
ple can wilfulty and innocently be without. | 
B, Who mult Govern it in the mean time ? | 

A. Heſhould whoſe right it is. VT 
B. True, but He, whom you now ſuppole to haye the riJh:, has 
deſerted the Governnient, and cannot Govern. | 
A, Dobeys he was driven out by force. - 

1 


B. They whomwe intruſted to coquiee into that and other things 


do aflure us' he was not. Wha ſhould drive him away ? 

A. The Pr. of Oy. and his Aſſiſtants. | | 

B. Then the Pr. by the help of his, Aſi/tem-sis become a Congue- 
ror, and if Conqueſt create {0 good a Right, that ſome have thought- ic 
the beſt Tir/e that any of our Kings could have, and thence have ar- | 

gued that they were Abſolute Monarchs, —_— not King W1LLI- | 

AM as good a Right as any that were before him ? S 4 
A, Thaveno mind to diſpute about that. | | 
B, Nor need you, for I think tis plain enough that FAMES the 

2d voluntarily torlook the Kingdom, TOP 1 

A. Haditnoc been fit however to have treated with him about | 
returning tO his Government, before another was feated in his Throwe 7” 

'B, Had they who are beſt able to judge what's fit in fuch a caſe | 
taken that courſe, I ſhould have thought no worſe of them for it, be- | 
cauſe it mizht have tended to many men's better Satisfa#ion. Yet I | 
confeſs I cannot ſee to what other purpoſe it would have been. For | 
either he would have disdain'd ſuch a Treaty, as below him, or he; 
would not have conſented to govern by Lam; or if he would, he could 
not have given us better 4ſurance that he would do fo, than he had: 
beforehand given us that he would nor. 

A. Why then had we not rather a Regent in his name, than a Xing 
in his ſtead ? 

B, Had he been either 1»fant or Lunatich,this might have done,., 
but to a Perſon of his Age, Temper-and Religion, 2 Priſon and a Fetter 
would have been as ealy as a Regent. To be ſhort, 'tis fit the Narion in 
his abſence ſhauld be well govers'd, and-who fitter for the Govern- 
went, than the next Heir, or He who hath it by her confent > And 
whilſt they Govern by Law, tis our duty to obey them, and what ir 
isgur duty.to do,l think we may Jace to-do. & 

"2. But not if we doubr whether ic be our duty or.n0.. : .: v4 15 
Sv # B, I 
Aut 4 


UMI 
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B. 'I pray conſider it well. The wrong done to another, if any at 
all, is to Oze who will not exerci/e. his Right as he ou2hr to do, and 
you do no more but dozb: whether he be wrozg'd or. no. What is this 
in compariſon of the Wrong which a whole Ximgdom ſuſtains tor want 
of Government ? And Government it muſt want if we will not obey our 
preſent Governors, 

A. Yet this ſeems no better than doing of evil that good may come. 

B, Governmeat is 4 neceſlary good, neither can obedience to Gover- 
nors, be they Lewfal or no, inthings F»ſr and Legal, for the publick 
good, be any ew. | 

A. The evil I ſhall be guilty of in Swearing this 04th ſeems to me 
very great, even no leſs than Perjury. 

B." I confeſs that's an evi/ not to be ventured on to fave a world 
from — No greater wrong can be done to God than this. But 
why muſt we be guilty of Perjwry upon this account ? 

A. Have we not already ſworn Allegeance to another > How 
then can we ſwear this new Oath of Alegearce without Pergu- 
ry ? 

B. Did we ſwear Alegeance to another abſolutely and for ever, or 
only for /olong as he ſhould be Lawful King, and our Altegearce his 
right and due. 

A. Without all diſpute for ſo long only. 

B. Then if at any time ir prove to be no longer his right and da, 
or he any way ceaſe to be Lawf! King, we are abſolved from that 
Oath, and at how to ſwear the fame to another whoſe right and 
due it is become. Did we {wear that He who then was rightful King, 
would always be ſa, or that we would bear him A!legeazce when he 
{ſhould not be fo ? 

A. We muſt have been mad to (wear that. 

B. The Perjury then you are afraid of is only on ſuppoſirion that he 
to whom you {wore is asmuch ow our Lawful King, as then he was 3 
for ifhe be not ſo, your 1ll-geznce is at an end, and your Oath tco. 
Do you think we are bound by that Oath, not ta live in Obedience and 


Subjefion tothe Preſent K. and Q. whilltthey command by Law 
things Faſt and Lamwful? 


A, I am not well fatisfied as to that. 

B. If we be not thereby obliged, nor ro obey their Legal Commands, 
then may we obey them,and then may we, when call'd to it, for their 
Satisf ation and our own ſafety, ſwear to obey them. If we be obliged 


* nat to obey them, then is it unreaſonable we. thould expeR their Pro- 


tettion, 


C233 } 


teftion.- But I think, that if that Oath bind us yet at all; it binds us 
either roobey our preſent Governors, Or tO oppoſe and reſiſt them all we 
can poſſibly. 

A. Why think you fo ? 

B, Our preſent King and Lueen are either the Lawful Succeſſors of 
himto whom that Oath was {wora, or they are Invaders and Uſur- 
pers. | | 
' 4. They muſt needs I think be one of the two. | 
8B. Ifchen they be his Lawful either Herrs or Succeſſors, and that 
' Oath be yet binding, it binds to obey them, for in it we ſwore Alle- 

geance to his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors. 

A. That cannot be denied. 

- - B. 'And if they be Invaders and Uſurpersof the Soveraign Authori- 
'ty, and that Oath be ſtill binding, then doth it bind us not only nor to 
obey them, but co oppoſe and reſiſt them with all our might. For we 
then ſwore to Aſſiſt and Defend to our power all Furiſdiftions, Privileges 
 Pre-eminences and Authorities granted or belonging to His Majeſty, His 
Heirs and Succeſſors, or united and annexed to the Imperial Crown of this 
. Realm. How can we to our power aſſiſe and defend theſe, and not with 
all our might oppoſe and reſiſt the Invaders of them ? 
A. IThadnot well con(ider'd this. 

B. We (worealſo to defend tothe uttrrmoſe of our power His Majeſty 
againſt all attempts whatſoever made againſt His Perſon,Crown or Dignity, 
and to endeavour to diſcloſe and make known to him all Ireaſons and Traite- 
rows Conſpiracics made againſt him, 

A. Tis true we did (o. 

B. Weilthen, if that Oath bind us not, we are not becauſe of it 
guilty of Perjury, it we take this New Oath : But if it do ſtill bind us, 
then are we guilty of Perjury, not only if we ſwear thisnew. Oath, 
but if we do not to our «:erm'ſt power oppoſe and reſiſt the preſent 
XK. and £2. or if we do not diſcloſe and make known io F AMES the 
IT. whatever we know of any thing by them, or any other attempted 
againſt him. 

A, If chat Oath bind us to all this, how can we {wear Allegeance 
to another? 

B. I confels we cannot on that ſuppoſition : but why then ſhould 
it more bind us from raking this Oath, than to the doing of all that I 

' have now mentioned? Why do we pretend to fear the guilt of Per- 
jury in the oze, and not in the orher ? Why conſider we not that if it 
biads us not to 7e/iſe them, ic binds us to Obey them, and then are "y 

: perjare 


- 


UMI 


UMI 


all their Enemies, & 4 hat'Gad - mo Foe che AP; 
0 


hope you do not. phipk it - Fai 
meV oroml vn vo (dT 


( i; ) | 
Arrflered ifwe obey them ja, 44 cercaialy that we may ad tg th, 


"which we are? jured jf we do nor. 


A.  Tconfels thele things donor alittle ſtartle me. 
'B.. Will you give me leave to ask you if you prey her hear 


XK. and. 2: as it is now ordered ? 


A. \ Yes, 1 may and muſt pray for all men, and evenfor Enemies. 
_n_ Burt can you »e,or join in = =_ Prayers for Tees accord- 


to arder ain hem in y: to God,ypur Sove- 

” Eoyd 21x ont; W7. Dn. WS Wa F 9s Queens \ 
77 traying.. tha 3th {fre iwth angu h and. | OVr come 
A. $5 wen Ser- 


vants, W. and M. rhat we duly conſidering wh Initori they have, 
may F aithfully ferve, honour and humbly obey them, Can you pray thus ? 

A. . I hear many.do, who ye et {cruple-the taking this Oath. 

' 1B, * 'And'yet I nuſtneeds fay,” 1 er imagine for what 
they can do the. one ang refule the other; For they. expneſly.own 
Them to God itn Prager ro Ve; what they are not tied ex Fes (a ,0mp 
them-in the Qath ; and they. pray that God would gent to do 
'as much as the Oath binds them ro d0. : 

A. The Clergy will * molt concern'd hs 


| ver that; hawever I 
by Oat ».for nv 


anatber 
B. TO ten th wa o-pro het ing of the Oath to 
be {aneful, butt. propound 1t as. 2 thing delerving their conſideration 
whodare not take the Dart and yer. venture hs to Pray; I con- 
'ceiving it as lawfal co'do both as to do either ; and not finding that 
ora iS any danger in not doing the oge more than in.not doing the 
other. 


A. Let us kefyto chehnenton Sefhe ts. Tai Cakes, "that 4 


FAMES the II. .be nor. yer our Lanfal King, al K. WILLIA 
od Q. MARY have 4 good Title, WE {i SE Altegeance to them, 
t not otherwiſe; - 


A. am ſatisfied, that this Mongeby IS NO Mani, but 2 Limited 
Monarchy ; that therefore any Hog of En gland, that will not be Li 
ayes according to the Fundamenta Co Rrrica of this. vernment, 

oF Legal King of England; that FAVES the IL hath ſu 
pa ſhewn thit as would not he ſo Limited ; and hereforg 
that he 1s no longer Legal King of England. 

A. Andare you allo (atished, that K. WILLIAM and Q 44> 


KY have a gobd Right and Title. 
S f "| 


(14) 
- B. ITatmfatished, that we haye no reaſon to believe there is in 
-being fuch a thing as i true ' Prince of Wales, and that therefore the 
PRINCESS of OKANGE. was the XRightfd | Heir 3. that being made 
Q. of England, the hath her Right ; and the Prince of ORANGE, 
"being by Her Confſenc join'd with Her in the Government, and having 
the Sole Adminiſtration thereof committed to him, and both of 
them having accepted of the Crown upon theſe Terms, He is alſo 


rightful K me England. | 
A. If this be to,” we tnay lawfully Swear this Oerh, But, put 
the:caſe, thar ſome there be, and: it_may. be not a few, who really 
'rhink,chat Famies the /T. js yet dur Legat King,and that W. and 1. are 
but roaders of the Regal! Dignity,may theſe Swear Alegeance to them? 
B. Is He wham they will have our Legal Xirg in a preſent capacity 
tO Govern us ? | | 
. A. No, but. He might be,were he peaceably recal'd and invited 
OO brat lite ge, ooo Aye to: | 
"- B. Have they any reafon to hope, that returning,- He would be 
"Content to pardon all that'is paſt, and to. Govern by the eſtabliſh'd 
'Zaw: for the future;” never endeavouring to ſettle Popery by vio- 
lence, nor to re-aſlume an Arbitrary Authority ? 
A. I cannot conceive what reaſon any one can have to hope 
this, or what aſſurance He could. give i hag he would be {o content. 
5. Suppoſe then He were 7t-cal'd and .7c-inthroned, and ſhould 
britig 16 his beloved Counſelors the Jeſnirs atohg with him, and. fall 
to the old trade again, would thefe tnen paciennly ſuffer their Xe/t- 
gion, Liberties and Properties, and poſſibly Lives too to be invaded 
and deftroy'd, and the whole Nation and Governmem ruin'd? 
4A, *| hope they would nor. 
- Z., What courſe then would they take $0 kenre and preſerve the(se 
OT te A OT 
> ; Tliey would peflibly think of ſetting up a Regenr, or putting 
the command of the Amy mto ther hands, and (o leave Him only 
the Nane and Tie of King; I know not, what elſe could be done, 
B. And would nor this be 2 violation of:che former Oath of A/- 
tegeance; as well as what 1s gow done ?: | 
A. Ithinkfit would.” _ _ CO ED 
B. To letthar paſs, can they hope He woyid be willitrgly fo con- 
fined and :eftrained; and nat endeavour by the affiſtance of all his 
Friends 4t home or abraal to. recover his Abſolate Power ?. 
4. Norational man that knows him can imagine it. 


And 
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B. And ifhe ſhould thus attempt by force to ſubdue us to his 


Wil, would theſe men fit qziert, and not make any reſiſtance, .but ſuf- 
fer not only this Nation to be inſlaved-and rain'd, but alfo the Pro- 
ret ant Religion brought into the extreameſt danger of being quite ex- 
tirpated throuzhout the World ? 

A. Surely they would be wiſer than to ſuffer this. 

B, Wel) then, Heisin a preſent incapacity to Govern Us, and no 
hopes have we that if he were recall'd he would prote& us by the 


Laws, butrather endeavour to deſtroy both «- and our Laws z and if 


he (ſhould endeavour this, as he hath already done, either we muft 
ſuffer it when ic is in our power to prevent it, and fo be Acceſſories to 
it; or we muſt take the (ame courſe that is now taken; I can think 
of noother, unleſs they ſhould think that of Forty Eight better, as | 
hope they will not. 

A. I hope (o too, | 

B. Till then He can be in capacity to Govern us, ſhall we he 


wngovern'd, and fo expoſed to our Enemies mercy abroad, and live in , 


Confuſion at home ? 
A. That'snot fit, | 
B, If we mult be govern'd, why not rather by our pre*»: Gover 
ors than by others ? | 
A. . Becaule they are thought Invaders and Uſerpers. : 
B. So would any other from abroad,and they at home,ſhould they 


undertake the-Government, would-be thought Ufarpers, Kebets'and ; 


Trayto#s 3. and fo, tho' 'we-mult be. governed, yet_ none mult * be 
thought fic to Govern. 

A, Whatthen Ipray is your Opinion: in this caſe 2? 

B. Government being God's Ordinance, and the end of it,next to 


his glory, being the ſafery and welfare of che whole Nation, . and che - 
maintaining ir 1n.the exerciſe of Piery and Tuftice, Peace and good + 
Order ; we ought not to reſt contented|y withoutit ;- and whilſt He - 


who is ſuppoſed to be our Legal King is-under an . incapacity of go- 


verning us, or-will not Govern us by- Law, but by his. own Wl, 


whereby the true exds of Governinent will be loft: to us, which 'is” 


evidencly our.caſe ; and orbers iri the meantime undertake the Go- 
vernment, and manage: it lege{y-and hopefully 'as to, the attaining 
all thoſe ends - Iam verily pertwaded we may and ught to obey tizrny 


whatever Ti:/e.they have, fo-long as they are athaly 


of \ 


_ 


And if we may obey them, ſecing the publick peace and welfare gepends | 


fo much upon it, ve may allo Szear to obey them. . 


Ai I « 
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4A, .I know not how this will reliſh with ſome. - ©” 1, 
' BR. ; Neither is it, our cancern- how it wall 4 but either -we ought 
' rOobey in this.caſe, and may Swear obedience when call'd to it, or we 
muſt hazard wifally, not only our pþer/onal, but the Nations peace and 
ſafety, yea, and that of this Proteſtant Church, and for ought I know 
of all others ; we muft diſobey 7 hem in their juſt and /egal commands 
(obedience to no other being required; to whom under God we owe 
-2S.great 2 Deliverance as ever, was Wrought for this Kingdom, ani 
- our prelcnt free enjoyment of our Feligan, - Laine,. Eſtates, Lives and 
"Liberties 3 we muſt voluntarily run into confuſion, or pat our Necks 
into the Yoak of Tyranny, and all this meerly for the ſake' of One 
who has done his utmoſt indeavour- to enſlave and rai us, and we 
-have tco good afſurance thathe would do to again whenever it ſhould 
'be in his power. Whether this would be a wife and commendable 
thing I leave to your conſ(cderation. | 


.* A... If there bereafon forit, tho-it-be gat thoaght wiſe, yet'may 
it be juf and commendable, . _ _ FRTTYS " 
* B: "Andif itbe not juſt, as I think it is not; no reaſon can be 

given for it. T4 29 
., 1. They (ay tisa wrezg to another,” which-muſt net be done. 
B.” Ifay, 'tisno wrong to him who 15 in an incapesiryto Govern, to 
obey them who can and wall Govern why our-£avs, whillt be is un- 
dex that INCapactty. , And he is {0, pot ply. whilt be:is, agrbeywwill 
we it, inexile 5 but ſo long 'as he. wj{l-»at (Govern according to 
Law. The good reaſen then that we;have not rg obey, br pat to Swear 
To obey our preſent K. and 2. is this : Becauſe we think a Legal Obe- 
dience, that IS, Allegeance,due to Him only, to whom we are too well 
Allred it will.not be acceptable, becaule it js not-an legal one, or, 
becauſe we think Ze hath ſomething to ſay for'2 Right to\/Govern us, 
;which he has declared he will not exerci/c. but contrary to the Confti- 
' zution on Which. that Right, if any, muſt be founded, and contrary to 
"the welfare and ba ivels of his Kingdom; that 5, becauſe he claims 
a Right which neither God or Man ever gave him, to govern on] by 
be own 7. - All comes to this. they think he hath a Righe wi | 


\ Will not .u/e, and which they wonld gbe-bim,' but be will noc 
vFhek them for it; and he challengesa Xi br which they cannot ove, 
wy will have that yielded hun, or he will hameronnt. | 
*. > This let us now el conſider, and: the wiſe God dire us.. 
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